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employed in mediaeval -wars, especially in Italy and France. Hut
indeed, ' free companies,' as they were called, whose services were at
the disposal of the highest bidder, were formed of all nationalities.
"They were veiy active on both sides in the fourteenth-century wars
between France and England, some of the leaders being prominent
figures in the politics of the period. Scott quotes the following
incident from Berners's. Froissart (vol. i. c. 393); to illustrate their
independence of king and country. 'The mercenary adventureis,
whom, in 1380, the Earl of Cambridge canied to the assistance of
the King of Portugal against the Spaniards, mutinied for want of
regular pay. At an assembly of their leaders, Sir John Soltier, a
natural son of Edward the Black Prince, thus addressed them:—" I
counsayle, let us be alle of one alliance, and of one accorde, and let
us among ourselves reyse up the bannei of St. George, and let us be
frendes to God, and enemyes to alle the worlde; for without we
make ourselfe to be feared, we gete nothynge." " By my fayth,"
quod Sir William Uelmon, ' ye saye right well, and so let us do."
They all agreed with one voyce, and so regarded among them who
shulde be their capitayne. Then they advysed in the case how they
coude nat have a better capitayne than Sir John Soltier. For they
sulde than have good leyser to do yvel, and they thought he was more
meielyer thereto than any other. Then they raised up the penon of
St. George, and cried, "A Soltier! a Soltier! thevalyaunt bastarcle!
frendes to *God, and enemies to all the worlde!"' Scott himself
has diawn an incomparable picture of the free-lance in Dugald
Dalgelty, in ' A Legend of Montrose.'
1. 319. the levin-darting guns. There is, strange to say, the
greatest uncertainty about the exact date of the introduction of
hand-guns into warfare. The earliest known use of them in Eng-
land was in 1471, when Edward IV landed In Yorkshire, having
in his train 300 Flemings armed with hand-guns. They are also
known to have been used at the siege of Berwick in 1521. The
English government was slow in adopting the new invention, though
Scott is perhaps not strictly accurate in arming English soldiers
with the bow "only as late as 1559. The slow spread of firearms
was probably due more to the scarcity of gunpowder than to any-
thing else. Till the discovery of nitre in India in the seventeenth
century, gunpowder %vas not plentiful. Morsing-Iiorn is explained
by Scott to mean 'powder-flask.' ITalcon and culver (1. 346)
were names for small cannon, which were in use for a century before
hand firearms were introduced.

